POCAHONTAS COUNTY COMMISSION 


KML s i AUJSQN, I'RLSIIMNT 
XMIN H SIMMONS. COMMISSIONER 


RETA iACXSON ORBTTTH, COMMISSION Ml 
PATRICIA O DUN8RACK. CU-RK 


900-C TENTH AVENUE 
MARUMON. WV 349M 
(J04|W-WXU 
FAX. {3041 ?W*94T 


August 17, 1999 


Mr. Fred Cutlip, Director 
West Virginia Development Office 
Building 6. Room B-553 
State Capitol Complex 
Charleston, WV 25305 

re: Pocahontas County Commission East Fork Industrial Park Environmental Compliance 
and Development ARC Grant Application Fund Commitment 

Dear Mr. Cutlip, 

This letter is in reference to a phone conversation between Ms. Jeanna Bailcs and Mr. Jay 
Tibbs. As you are aware, on the 15th day of July, 1995, the County Commission of Pocahontas 
County, West Virginia acquired the former Howes Leather Tannery property front Howes 
Leather Company, Inc., said property is situate in Frank, Pocahontas County, West Virginia. Per 
an agreement between the County Commission, Pocahontas Development Authority, and Howes 
Leather ( ompany, Inc., the County Commission and Pocahontas Development Authority would 
be responsible for the environmental clean-up of said property, while Howes Leather Company, 
Inc would be responsible for monitoring the groundwater on said site. 


Since that time, the County Commission has worked both independently and with 
members of the Pocahontas Development Authority in an effort to comply with the requirements 
outlined by the West Virginia Division of Environmental Protection. The County Commission 



U iK*. « 1 iNUUMNill VUUIgC 

y requirement from the Division of Envi, 
















compliance order 

Jn February of 1997, ihe County Commission received S25.000 00 from your office. 

I'licsc monies were expended for clcan-up of this site (i.c. employee salaries, equipment 
purchases. etc.). Phis grant was completely expended and closed out, with all documentation 
being lilt'd with your office. 

In May of 1 997. the County Commission auctioned approximately 100+ acres of 
timber! and which was deducted from the original acreage received from Howes Leather 
Company, Inc. This property sold for S 127.000.00. with these monies being expended towards 
the clean-up of the tannery' site (i.c. contractor salaries, employee salaries, engineering work, 
etc.). 

In October of 1997, the County Commission released Hannah & Associates, Inc. from 
their obligations relative to the engineering phase of the sludge remediation. 

In November of 1997, the County Commission made application to your office for an 
Industrial Park Assistance Grant for elevation work to be completed on the East Fork site. the 
amount of the gram was 550,000.00. 

In July ofl998, the County Commission, with assistance from Region IV Planning &. 
Development Council, advertised for engineering firms to prepare and implement a remediation 
plan for the industrial sludge located on the East Fork site. The County Commission selected 
Dencx Corporation of Ripley, West Virginia and entered into a contract for the preparation of an 
acceptable remediation plan. The County Commission authorized Denex Corporation to prepare 
a remediation plan, which was submitted to Mr. Mike Zeto, Director of the West Virginia 
Division of Environmental Protection, for his approval. 

On the 16th day of September, 1998, the County Commission made application to your 

office fora Tipping Fee Project in the amount of545,000.00. These monies were to be used for 

the repair and upkeep of the existing wastewater treatment facility situate on the East Fork 
propeny 


( ^ 1C l ^ ^ a y °* November. 1998, the County Commission made a written request to 

r >ur nr /jce for a change of project scope on the S50.000.00 Industrial Park Assistance Grant. 

m At .° Unt ' ( omm,ss,on a s*<ed that these monies be used to pay for the preliminary engineering 
• reconnaissance work and plan development relative to the remediation of the industrial 

nou jj hr , ,C .? t,matCd C ° St 0f this pr °J. ect was S24.000.00. The remainder of this $50,000.00 

54 " l ° ass,sf 1,1 Ending the implementation of the plan, preparation of bid documents. 


v<>ur offi i fur !' J l ^ ucn, * K ’ r * * ( oimly Commission made a written request to 
‘ *, , c 2'T ni ,tjiT SiOPC 0n ,hC $45 ’ 00a0 ° Tipping Fee Project application. The 

c tun # c . f r U !*' * / ** l * ,csc momcs he used in the same manner as the 

cam o the Industrial Park Assistance Grant. The remaining $21.000.00 
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SrCT liner relative the sludge Nation plan 

‘,‘!”"' l '“ i< ’ ncr Rcl " JKksoil Griffith metwSih ymi^">'*1?''i '*™'*"' Jay Tibbs and 

^ o“p 4«; Mr 

'Mlslanee Gram: in order lo pay Ibr the M scopc for lbe S50 ' 0 <X>00 Industrial Park 

rrzr. 

•'kSSsKSss. 

preparation of the , km . ^ J r 2 «« Protection, tests rclahve ,„ the P 
Environmental Protection dealing with ^alternative mctlu^oTriud^rentedialion 

—ema, Protection 

I °™ ,ssra " bos ^cn working to find i wav „f>w !" CC mmn> 0f lhis P la "- «» County 

^ ’ ' ! ’ ,mnwns mcl «ilh the Division of Environmental p ' '°' al clean '“ p cosl - Commissioner 
reriornt tests on ^ lnick ^ “ v '™" e " a ' Proiecnon and received pennies,on to 

;> -r lime shavings as outlined the original lencTnl V'1"'’ airdr5 m S Ihe sludge, instead ol 
-icucr as Exhibit A). The Countv Commie f (A copy of ,h,s letter is appended to 

—■ - - **. SSsrs aMer ^ 

. drafi or, he revised 

fcftsspp cndcd to this letter as Exhibit B). Coun'v Comm' “ S63 D 4 ' 9la0 °- (A copy of this 

En.. 'rooZT^,“ ,t: f :^ s ' S a P ^ o Mr. MtTe'zetom tewt',' Virgmlr" 
—" < ^[' w : d - sp ’" b - 





^ r y Mr W D »-*. Direct 

*•“ ' * t," ‘ ‘«td develop this property m. «,1“wonting the 

■ ^ tt* c r app ^ u ^ Coumy 

' - . v W r Dm " “ b » a for the applatmn ZcZlZ 

"tr ,hc 




^ lhc Kope 

--Z., 5 ; 000 - 00 “• be used Utwards 

4 " receiving the ^ K t’ funds 




would he used towards the installation of a lagoon liner relative to the sludge remediation plan 
submitted b> Dencx. 
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